The Antique Rose Emporium

Rental Information

The Antique Rose Emporium is located twelve miles northeast of Brenham and thirty miles southwest of Bryan/College Station on FM 50 in the historic village of Independence in Washington County, heart of the Texas wildflower country.


The eight-acre Display Gardens are ideally suited for celebrating special occasions. Facilities available for rent in our garden include Champney’s Green (reception house), Gazebo, Pavilion, and the Garden Chapel.


Champney’s Green is a restored 1904 Victorian home, complete with period gardens, gazebo and a 40’ x 48’ Pavilion (approximately 1600 sq. ft. of useable space). This is an elegant location for smaller weddings, receptions, rehearsal dinners, garden parties, staff retreats, or relaxed meetings. Many couples have chosen to have their weddings in the garden gazebo and the reception in the house and on its large porch, and/or the Pavilion. One can also use the Chapel for an indoor ceremony and then use Champney’s and the Outdoor Pavilion as the site of the reception, although the outdoor pavilion is not weatherproof. With its stained and etched concrete floor, the Outdoor Pavilion makes an excellent location for the dance.


Champney’s Green is approximately 1200 square feet, with a small serving kitchen and two restrooms. The interior can accommodate up to 50 people for a seated dinner, 75 for a standup buffet, and twice that if the large wraparound porch is used. The lawn and patio areas provide additional room, if necessary. The nearby Pavilion with etched and stained concrete floor and water fountain feature is 1700sq. ft. It can accommodate approximately 160 for a seated dinner or slightly less if a dance floor is included under the covered area. The surrounding walkways can also offer areas for additional tables and seating. 


            The Chapel, completed in the spring of 1998, was built in a style that incorporates many elements of various local community churches. It is approximately 1500 square feet in size and will seat about 150 people. Its large open interior space with vaulted ceiling and clear gothic windows is without permanent seating so that the space can be utilized in a variety of ways. The tall front door with stained glass transom is from England and is over 100 years old. 

The Chapel is located between Champney’s Green and the parking lot on FM 50 between the wildflower meadow and the New American Garden. No bathrooms or changing rooms are located in the chapel, but the main restrooms are just a short distance away. 


We recommend that plans be made for inclement weather, especially if you are planning to have an event outdoors. With permission a tent may be erected near Champney’s Green for additional covered space. 


We ask that you limit the number of guests at your event to the limits specified in the Rental Rates information, due to parking limitations and the size of the buildings. Larger events are simply too difficult to arrange and control at our facilities, especially diring the times when our nursery is very bust and there are customers present. Please remember that our primary business is that of a nursery and the needs of our business must be placed at the forefront on our agenda.

Please bear in mind that if your event is held during business hours, it is likely that customers will be in the area. It is virtually impossible to keep customers from walking around the grounds of Champney’s Green and the Chapel since they are such an integral part of our gardens. We do post sings to discourage out clientele from wandering into the rented area during your event. 
